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Pokémon GO!

 �Concert experiences
 �Sports concussions
 �To vaccinate ... or not
 �Stylus review

Game craze 
sweeps PHS



“I’ve been to many concerts. I’ve 
lost count of exactly how many, but 
if I were to choose the best one 
overall, I would have to choose 
Melanie Martinez. I knew all of the 
songs that were played and so did 
most of the crowd. Everyone was 
just in such a positive mood and it 
was great. The set-up of the stage 
was great, too, because it matched 
the ‘Crybaby’ album, which was the 
theme of the tour. 

Seeing Melanie was also 
amazing because I listen to her 
music a lot. Whatever mood I’m in, 
I can listen to her music and it just puts me in a good 
mood. Her music makes me want to dance around. I 
was at the concert with a friend as well, which always 
makes concerts better. 

The opening band was pretty good, too, which made 
everything better because everyone was in a good 
mood and it hyped everyone up for Melanie. 

Once the music started, the lights turned off 
everywhere except for the 
stage and everyone started 
screaming and chanting 
‘Melanie.’ I knew it was going 
to be one of the best concert 
experiences of my life. 

If I could see any singer, 
it would probably be 
Justin Bieber because 
he is hot. 

 I enjoy seeing 
concerts with my friend 
Raven Rothhaas (from 
Brownsburg) because 
we like the same music 
and the same people.

If I could go to any 
concert at all, I would 
choose to see Sam Smith 
because he has an amazing 
voice and he is one of my 
favorite singers.

In my opinion, the best 
place to see a concert is 
Klipsch in Noblesville because 
both the lawn and the pavilion 
are great places to be for a 
concert.

The best seats I have 
had for a concert were front 
row at an Issues concert. 
The tickets were general 
admission, so I got there 
early and got to the front.

I believe that concerts are 
so popular because people go 
there with friends to have fun 
and to hear music that they enjoy live.”

Raven Rico, 10
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Louder than life

Photo source:  http://ådo317.com/venues/klipsch-music-center

Students share best concert 
experiences they’ve had

”I feel like the energy is probably the most 
important thing about a concert. If the crowd 

is really feeling it and the musicians up there 
are really feeling it, I feel like that makes the 
concert good and exciting. If the musician 
is really feeling it, the crowd would be more 

pumped.”
Garrett Gagliola, 12

“I think that the person you are going to see 
is what makes a concert good. I mean, if you 
don’t like the person, then what is the point, 
right? The lights and stuff like that are good, 
too, because it makes everyone hype.”

Joslynn Osborne, 10
“I personally think that the anticipation of 
waiting for the concert is the best part 
because after the anticipation is the 
concert. After the concert, the anticipation 
is over. The anticipation was fun while it 
lasted.”

Draven Storms, 11

“I think that the artist and the crowd make a concert great 
because it’s fun to be dancing and singing with others around 
you.  I also think that getting ready is fun 
because you always want to look your 
absolute best. You want to look the best 
because even though the singer won’t see 
you, you hope that they will.” 

Sophia Whicker, 9

Interviews by Abi Postma

Upcoming ‘Don’t Miss’ Shows
3 Doors Down @ Murat Theatre Old National Center –    
 Indianapolis, 9/28/16
Carrie Underwood @ Bankers Life Fieldhouse –   
 Indianapolis, 10/4/16
Elle King @ Egyptian Room Old National Center –   
 Indianapolis, 11/3/16
The 1975 @ Indiana Farmers Coliseum – Indianapolis,   
 11/16/16
Mac Miller @ Egyptian Room Old National Center -- 12/1/16



people have religious beliefs against 
vaccinations, people should be 
vaccinated.” 

Some of the vaccines recommended 
for 2016 are Chicken Pox, Diphtheria, 
Hepatitis A and B, Influenza (Flu), 
Measles and Mumps. In general, side 
effects for vaccines are relatively mild 
compared to contracting the disease, 
and can include injection site reactions 
such as pain, swelling and redness; as 
well as physical discomfort including 
mild fever, shivering, fatigue, headache 
and muscle and/or joint pain.

Senior Josh Burrin suggested that 
students should be able to get their vaccinations at school instead of 
having to visit a doctor or clinic. “The school should have a list of the 
kids who need to be vaccinated and what they need,” he said. “It might 
be a lot for the nurse to handle, though, so they should bring in help.” 

 Currently, there is a rule in place that states that if there is an outbreak 
of a contagious disease, all students and staff who have no records of 
immunization for that disease are not allowed to attend school for a 
minimum of 28 days. Burrin agreed with this rule, explaining that a 
friend of his has actually been suspended from school before, due to 
not being vaccinated. “They should continue to suspend unvaccinated 
students because it’s not fair to the other students,” said Burrin. “Those 
who aren’t vaccinated may pass on something to others, and that is too 
dangerous to take the risk.”  

 Ultimately, in many people’s eyes, the pros of immunizations 
outweigh the cons and a majority of people end up getting vaccinated.  
“Before vaccines were available, children, in particular, died in huge 
numbers from things like polio and measles,” explained Draper. “Polio 
is now almost entirely wiped out, except in small pockets of the globe, 
because of the vaccine. People these days no longer live in fear of 
getting these diseases, so have forgotten how bad they can be to whole 
communities. They would be (bad for communities) still, if it weren’t 
for vaccines.”

Story by Anu Nattam and Zion Nash 

The tell-tale smell of alcohol wipes while sitting and waiting to be 
injected is an all-too-familiar feeling for many people. Although it is 
never something one looks forward to, being vaccinated can prevent 
diseases that are much more severe than the pain of getting a shot. 

According to www.vaccines.gov/basics, a vaccine is a substance used 
to stimulate the production of antibodies and provide immunity against 
one or several diseases. In order to do this, the substance must have a 
weak -- but live -- virus in it that will help build immunity against the 
diseases. 

Nurse Deborah Draper, RN, explained, “Vaccines are used to 
prevent a person -- as well as others -- from getting contagious diseases. 
It also prevents contagious diseases from spreading to more vulnerable 
people.” The Center for Disease Control website states that most 
diseases for which people are vaccinated are spread through something 
as simple as direct contact and air.

Even though it is a quick and simple procedure that minimizes a 
person’s chance of contracting a serious, contagious disease, controversy 
surrounds the whole concept of vaccinations. 
Some people feel they do more harm than 
good, and opt out of being vaccinated.

“I think that people tend to fear contracting 
the disease they’re being vaccinated for,” said 
senior Tesa Miller. “No one person reacts the 
same [to a vaccine] as another, so the people 
who have had bad experiences might scare 
others by telling their story. I think people 
should do more research on their vaccines, or 
they could ask their doctor.” 

A proponent of vaccines, Miller added, “I 
believe people should be vaccinated because 
it protects you and others around you. Unless Photo source:  https://leicestershireaidssupportservices.files.wordpress.com

Source:  Student poll, 100 students, 8/16/16 by Zion Nash

If you have children of 
your own, do you plan 

to vaccinate them?

Yes: 93%
No: 7%
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News   3   Healthy choice? To vaccinate or not -- 
dilemma causes debate

Vaccinations:
Should they be mandatory?

IN THE CLINIC, sophomore Dustin Frye gets looked at by Nurse Debbie Draper, 
RN. “Vaccines help because if a child has a disease, they can spread it to the 
school,” said Frye. “A lot of people might end up getting sick and missing school.” 
Frye explained that if he had children in the future, he would research before 
having them vaccinated.                                              Photo illustration by Juliann Schroer

“I think it depends on what vaccination it is. If 
it’s something like Small Pox, where it’s a huge 
epidemic, then you should have to get the 
vaccination. I don’t think you should have to get a 
shot for something like the flu because pretty much 
everyone is bound to get the flu.”

Karley Sheckles, 9
“I don’t think people should have to get 
vaccinations because it’s their life and their 
choice. Some people don’t trust the doctors or 
the shot itself. In their minds, they’re doing what 
they believe is the best thing for them.”

Jacob Leek, 10
“I think people should have to get vaccinated 
because it could harm other people. You may 
not care about getting the flu, but someone 
else might not want to get it. It’s a public health 
issue.”

Tony McMurtrie, 11
“I don’t think people should have to be 
vaccinated because it’s their body. You can 
choose what you let into your system. If you 
make someone get vaccinated, it’s taking away 
their right to choose.”

Robin Camden, 12
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Students less likely to pick up books for fun

“Reading is to the mind what exercise is 
to the body,” said Joseph Addison, an 
English essayist from the 17th century.

Due to the sudden technology boom, 
reading is close to becoming a dying hobby. 
A 2007 study from the National Endowment 
for the Arts showed that American students 
are reading less -- even though it has been 
proven that taking the time to read a book or 
an article can help improve students’ scores 
on tests and can help improve memory.

“[Reading benefits students at younger ages 
by hearing] the fluency and the consistency 
of reading. They get to figure out the words, 
whether it’s by checking or by memorizing 
the look of the words at the time, or being 
read to by parents and siblings,” said Media 
Specialist Lael Dubois. “It’s a skill. It’s 
something that you’re always going to need. 
It’s something that you’re always going to 
have throughout life, whether it’s with a job or helping someone, or 
you receive something new and you have to put it together. You have 
directions and you need to be able to read it, comprehend it.” 

Not only do books and stories help with language skills, they also aid 
in teaching students abilities they will need in the future. “You can learn 
any life skill. We can learn from another’s mistakes, or another’s genius 
through words,” said junior Emma Cooper.   

Junior Dylan 
Miller agreed with 
Cooper. “Some life 
skills we can learn 
from books are perseverance, daring to 
dream and that you can always accomplish 
your goals,” said Miller.

According to mic.com, teenagers spend 
just four minutes a day reading on their 
off-time. In comparison, CNN reports that 
teenagers spend an average of nine hours a 
day online. Miller said that a reason teenagers 
are spending more time online rather than 
reading books is because it takes less effort.

“When you read, you need to think; but 
watching YouTube or looking at pictures 
on Instagram takes less effort,” said Miller. 
“Social media is a lot more picture-based 
and there are less chunks of text to read, so I 
think we are wired to avoid reading.”  

“Kids are definitely more easily distracted by social media,” agreed 
Cooper. “I know it distracts me, at the very least.” 

Miller’s advice to those who do not like reading is “... to know that 
there is a book out there that they will love. They just need to find it and 
fall in love with reading.”

Story by Chase Cupples

Model: Malayna Montes; Photo illustration by Jade Stone
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Sixteen students are lucky enough to call themselves the very 
first members of the Plainfield High School Orchestra. Directed 
by teacher Karah Crockett, the orchestra program consists of 

students with various skill levels. Even so, the program is off to a great 
start.

Crockett started playing clarinet when she was in 6th grade and 
picked up tenor saxophone in 8th 
grade. She claimed that she knew in 
high school that this was the job for 
her.  “My hometown did not have an 
orchestra or I probably would have 
chosen [to play] violin. I started 
studying string instruments in 
college and learned violin [there].” 

She added that she doesn’t 
know how to fully play every 
orchestra instrument, but was 
taught the basics. “I know how to 
make a sound on every band and 
orchestra instrument, but I am 
not a professional musician on 
everything. I stick to my primary 
instrument, the clarinet, when I 
perform,” Crockett explained. 

As the only orchestra teacher in 
the corporation, she must commute 
between the middle school and high 
school. “So far, [it] hasn’t been so 
difficult,” she said. “The hardest 
part is remembering all the supplies 
I need and not leaving things at 
one school when I need them at the 
other school.”

Since this is the first year of this 
program, both the teacher and the 
students face some challenges. One 
of the main issues is the fact that the 16 orchestra students have different 
skill levels. Some students already have several years of experience, 
while some don’t. Crockett addressed this issue by explaining, “I want 
to be able to offer orchestra to any student who is interested, whether 
they have experience or not. Currently, the orchestra students are 
working in small ensembles. Breaking off into smaller groups allows 

students to work with others that are on a similar ability level.”
Senior Olivia Inman agreed that breaking off into groups based 

on experience helps the class. Inman is one of a few students that has 
several years of experience. “I’ve been playing violin since I was ten, so 

I already had experience 
before joining orchestra 
this year,” she said. “In 
my freshman year, I 
heard that the school was 
planning on eventually 
getting an orchestra 
class. I remember 
thinking it was an 
awesome idea.”

Freshman Sally Teng 
also has experience, but 
not as much as Inman. 
She started playing violin 
when she was younger, 
but had to stop due to 
the lack of teachers in 
the area. “Mrs. Crockett 
spends a lot of time 
helping the kids with 
lesser experience, and 
sometimes I try to help 
them, too,” said Teng. 
“My cousin started 
playing violin, and my 
mom said that I should 
start playing it, as well. 
I didn’t like it first, but I 
like it a lot now. I took 
one year of Choir, and 
Orchestra is definitely a 

lot different. 
With a lot of hard work and dedication, the orchestra will display 

their skills in a concert that will take place at the end of first semester.  
“Everyone is working hard,” said Teng,“and I am excited for it.”

      Story by Anu Nattam

      

WITH INSTRUMENT IN HAND, 
freshman Jarrett Hardin focuses 
on reading the notes on the page, 
along with the rest of his quartet. 
“My favorite thing [about Orchestra] 
is working in small trios or quartets, 
which allows me to work on individual 
skills,” he said. Hardin explained that 
he went from learning basic notes 
to more complex pieces since the 
beginning of the year.

Photo by Anna Baize

String time
New Orchestra class gives 
teens more musical options

HER FIRST YEAR in Orchestra, freshman Audra 
Ferguson plays the cello with her classmates. 
“I had gotten interested in cello because of my 
two brothers who also play,” she said. “There 
are only a few beginners in class, so that helps.” 
Ferguson said she enjoyed the sound of her 
instrument and wanted to pursue a career in 
musical scoring. Although playing for the first 
time, Ferguson said she learned quickly and was 
excited about the class.
   Photo by Anna Baize



6  News  

QS September 2016

TEACHER SHORTAGE:
Drop in education majors results in record-low number of new Indiana teachers 

Indiana education is in crisis. 
No, it’s not test scores. It’s not funding. And it’s not graduation rates.
It’s a lack of teachers.
For one of the five openings at PHS this year, only five applicants applied, 

compared to hundreds that have applied for a similar position in the past. Two 
openings in the business department, one in art, one in science and one in English 
all saw the same lack of applications.

“I think the teacher shortage is so major in Indiana because the state has never 
seen such a large amount of teachers leaving the profession,” said new business 
teacher Megan Craft. “I feel that throughout the past few years, teachers have felt 
like their concerns are not being heard and it’s difficult to care for students’ needs 
and to uphold the demands asked of teachers daily.”

According to washingtonpost.com, the percentage of teachers getting a teaching 
license (including veterans) dropped more than 50 percent from 2009-10 to 2013-
14. And in Indiana, there is an 18.5 percent decline in the number of new teacher 

licenses issued to new teachers during the same period, according to 
the Indiana Department of Education.

A fallout of this shortage is the potentially negative 
effect it has on the students. “I’ve seen students 

become more sensitive to their teacher’s stress 
levels. I’ve had several students, in years past, 

ask me if I’m okay because they can tell I’m 
stressed,” new art teacher Alison Kocur, 
said on the impact the shortage has had on 
students. She added, “Students are trying 
to be sensitive to teachers’ needs, when it 

should be the other way around.” 
Teenagers can often sense mood changes 

in others -- especially adults because so many 
things in teens’ lives are changing -- so they hang 

onto that constant of a parent or teacher to always be 
solid. If the teacher is off, it will eventually take a huge toll 

on the teacher’s teaching habits and mood.
New science teacher Aaron McAdams had some thoughts on the shortage. “I 

think too many people think being a teacher is easy when they don’t do it. So we 
have people who make policy that have no idea about education,” he explained. 
“And another thing is that we have way too much testing; it’s insane how much we 
test our students in this state.” McAdams suggested that lightening up on testing 
and voting for government officials who have a better understanding of education 
is the first step toward reversing the shortage.

Craft agreed:  “There is a lack of emphasis placed on the importance of education. 
This includes budget cuts resulting in low starting salaries and a disconnect 
between legislature and teachers/school corporations in deciding on best practices 
for school systems.”

Also, students need to be educated on the benefits of pursuing a career in 
education. Eventually, those students will grow up and become a new generation of 
teachers -- but only if they are encouraged to pursue teaching as a career. “I feel like 
there’s a stigma. When you come out of college, you hear all of these bad things 
about education, so why would you want to go into it?” said McAdams. “We need 
to change that perception.”

However, despite some obstacles that have popped up in the career of teaching, 
there is still a lot of hope for the future. “Through the teacher shortage, school 
corporations are still seeking highly qualified teachers, so I was extremely flattered 
to have been chosen to come to such a wonderful and supportive corporation,” 
added Kocur.

Story by Molly Trivett

GOING OVER AN idea in her sketchbook, senior Brianna Kemper 
gets advice from art teacher Alison Kocur. “I pursued art education 
because it makes me happy showing students how to improve and 
how to use creativity in ways they never knew before,” said Kocur.
Experienced teachers like Kocur, who previously taught 7th grade 
art, are in high demand, due to the current teacher shortage.

Photo by Anna Baize 

100 students were asked ...
Based on the current 

teacher shortage in Indiana, 
would you consider going 

into education?

94%
said “No”

6%
said “Yes”

Source:  Student poll, 100 students, 8/18/16 by Molly Trivett

“I’ve seen 
students become 
more sensitive 
to their teacher’s 
stress levels ... I’ve 
had students ask me 
if I’m okay because 
they can tell I’m 
stressed.” 
 Allison Kocur,
    art

“One result of a teacher shortage might 
be less one-on-one time. The teachers 
are busier. I don’t know; I haven’t really 
been affected by it.”

Isabelle Stead, 9

“Because of the teacher shortage, 
students may have the same teacher 
they have had in previous years.”

Ceci Daily, 10

“[One effect a teacher shortage has on 
students is] probably having to get used 
to new faces. Not being familiar; seeing 
new faces in the hall and then introducing 
yourself if you have class with them.”

Joshua Law, 11

“As a result of the shortage, teachers 
aren’t getting as much help. Students 
aren’t getting enough help.”
 Jakob Spires, 12
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The weight-ing is the hardest part
Olympic lifter senior Delaney Slaton challenges stereotypes

Olympic Weightlifting made its first appearance in the 
1896 Olympics and then again in 1904; however, it 
wasn’t until 1920 that it was permanently established as 
an Olympic sport.

The Strict Press was considered an Olympic lift until 
1972, when it was finally removed leaving only the 
Snatch and Clean & Jerk.

Although the first World Championship for Women’s 
Olympic weightlifting took place in 1987, it wasn’t until 
2000 that women stepped onto the Olympic Stage.

Source:  http://www.gohardgetstrong.com/olympic-weightlifting-know

The Olympics may take place every four years, but many future Olympians 
start training way before they ever dream of making it that far.

Although she is not training for the actual Olympics, senior Delaney Slaton 
has been training for an Olympic-inspired event -- Olympic lifting -- for the past 
two years. The event involves two techniques called the snatch and the clean 
and jerk. Slaton competes in these two areas at many national events.

Olympic lifting is a challenging event to train for because a lifter cannot reach 
his or her highest level of potential strength at a young age. It is a process 
that builds over time. “I’ve been lifting for a while now,” said Slaton. “I’ve 
always thought Olympic lifting was cool and started doing the movements and 
techniques and ended up competing at national levels.”

She first became interested in lifting because of her desire to show her strength. 
But because weightlifting is considered a “male” sport in many people’s eyes, 
Slaton struggled with trying to show people that Olympic lifting wasn’t just for 
men.

“When you’re not around the community (people who do know what Olympic 
lifting is) or at school and people don’t know what it is, they automatically think 
that you’re intimidating or ‘manly’ in a way -- which I don’t think I’m manly,” 

Slaton explained. “It’s hard on that aspect of people being 
harsh and judgmental.”

Despite what others might think, Slaton has set a goal 
for herself and is working hard to achieve it -- no matter 
how hard it can be at times. She practices six days a 

week and still manages to keep on track with the rest 
of her responsibilities, which include homework, 
National Honor Society, Spanish Club, Key Club 
and being on the varsity track team.

“I lift around two to three hours a day for five 
to six days a week, so it takes a lot from my social 
life, but I still have time to go to school and get 

my homework done,” said Slaton. Although 
she practices for her national competitions for 
a maximum of 18 hours a week, she doesn’t stop 
the practice there. During the school day, Slaton 
incorporates lifting into her daily routine via APC.

Currently, the APC class has only one of the 
events that she competes in, so Slaton decided to 
take it up a notch and incorporate the other aspects 
of lifting into her workout. She feels that this is 
beneficial and envisions a time when APC adds the 
other components as well.

“I think that high schools should have higher levels 
of intensity -- lifting to an extent. You are lifting 
extreme weights over your head and it takes a while to 
learn the techniques, so it can be dangerous to teach to 
so many kids at once; but I can see it being done in 
the future at a high school level,” Slaton explained.

Although she is really involved with the school 
and has a lot of things that will help her for college, 

she believes that lifting is right up there with her 
academics. 

“I think it will help me with my track life (as a discus thrower) in college (with 
scholarships) as well as my distances that I can throw,” she said. “After college, 
I would still like to compete at a national level and keep my competitive edge.”

Story by Navi Lidher

DID YOU KNOW?
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WITH HER 
HAND in the 
air, senior Ella 
Kenninger 
dances 
with senior 
Camryn Kline 
at the annual 
Homecoming 
Dance. “My 
favorite part 
[about the 
dance] is 
getting to 
hang out with 
friends,” said 
Kenninger. 
“I wish they 
would start the 
dance later so 
it’s not light out 
when we’re 
dancing.” 
Kenninger 
added that her 
favorite part of 
Homecoming 
Week was 
school Spirit 
Days.

Photo by Jade Stone

PREPPING FOR THE carnival goers, seniors 
Michael Henderson and Sam Dunaway get their 
robot ready for their club booth. Henderson 
explained, “We had the robot set up and we let the 
kids drive it around.” Henderson added that his 
favorite part about Homecoming Week was the Spirit 
Days.

Photo by Neyvan Garal
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That’s the spirit
Students participate in week of Homecoming activities

PEACE SIGNS OUT, 
juniors Kaitlyn Booher 
and Makenzie Warner 
show their true wild 
side during Spirit 
Week. “I love seeing 
all the other students 
who dress up as stuff 
and get involved,” 
said Booher. “It unites 
the entire school.” 
Booher added that 
she enjoyed dressing 
up for the movie 
character day the 
most.

Photo by Taylor Simpson

READY TO STRIKE seniors Jackson Deal and Cory 
Bennett wait on the sidelines for their turn to be called into 
the game. “[I like Homecoming Week] because it gets us 
pumped up for the game,” said Deal. “It brings in a lot of 
fans.” Jackson added that Spirit Week helped he and his 
teammates get excited for the big game on Friday night.  

Photo by Sarah Turpin
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WITH HIS QUEEN senior Isabelle Kourany by his side, senior 
Tyler Hagen gets crowned Homecoming King. “It feels nice that 
people voted for me to represent them as Homecoming King,” 
said Hagen. “I baked cookies, cupcakes and brownies for people 
who voted for me.” 

Photo by Anabel Padilla

Feature    9 

HARD AT WORK, freshmen Elizabeth Angle, Emma Eldridge, 
Lucy Blake and Rachel Law prepare the freshman Homecoming 
float. “We centered (the float) around High School Musical,” 
said Eldridge. “Instead of basketball, we changed it to football 
for Homecoming.” Eldridge added that her favorite part of 
Homecoming Week was the dance -- a first for her as an 
incoming freshman.

Photo by Lindsey Bowling

IN MID LAUNCH junior Laura Hill aims to stop senior Lexy 
Miller from scoring. “My favorite part about Powderpuff is being 
able to work together as a team and get to know others,” said 
Hill. “When I started to get involved, I thought this was the right 
choice to get to know others.” Hill said that Powderpuff was an 
amazing experience for both her and her teammates.

Photo by Anabel Padilla

IN THE MIDST OF pumping up the crowd, senior Jordan 
Clements performs during the Pep Session. “My favorite thing 
about Spirit Week is getting everyone involved in the school 
and showing our pride for the school,” said Clements. “When 
you see everyone else participating, it helps build anticipation.” 
Clements said she would remember this particular Pep Session 
the most throughout her senior year.

Photo by Jade Stone



“Golf is so much more than just a sport to me. [It] 
is irreplaceable in my life. It has taught me so much 
about myself and given me so many opportunities. I 

began playing golf when I was three and started 
playing competitively when I was seven years old. 
I have been so lucky to have so much love and 
support from my whole family. Golf has taught 
me responsibility, patience and how to overcome 
adversity. I am a better person because I have 

learned these important life skills. 
I always evaluate my practice or tournament rounds 

afterwards so that I can start a practice plan for the 
next day. I practice and play a lot. Each day after 

school I am at the course for a minimum of four hours 
a day then I go home and study. Then on weekends 

I normally am at the course by 8 a.m. and stay until 
evening. I have learned how to set goals and work hard 
to accomplish them. I have made many sacrifices but 
they have been well worth it. My goal of receiving a 
Division I Scholarship to play golf is very reachable, and I 
am so happy that golf is something that I can do the rest 
of my life.

10   Athlete of the Month
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“Kayla has been an amazing leader 
for the girls golf program in her three 
seasons at Plainfield. Kayla is always 
striving to better her game. Kayla has 
big goals and dreams; and with her 
work ethic and dedication, I believe 

that the sky is the limit. Her love and 
passion for golf are what drive her to 

go above and beyond most players her 
age. She stays and works hard well 

after practice and matches are over to 
fine tune all areas of her game.”

Curt Benge, coach

“She’s a really good teammate, and she’s always 
a scorer that we can count on when we’re golfing. 
If the rest of us do bad, then she’s always there to 
help and carry the rest of the team; so that’s nice. 
She’s a leader of the team. She inspires us to do 

better. You compete with other teams but you 
also compete within your own team. Competition 

drives us.”
Hailey Kuntz, 12, teammate
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Kayla Benge, 11

“One of the many things 
that are important to me 
and the success that I’ve 
had is my family. They are 
important to me because 
they are there at every 
event, and I know that I 
have their full support.” 

“My teammates are really 
important to me because 
they encourage me and 
push me to do my best 
each and every day. I know 
that they are always there 
to pick me up. They’re 
always there to celebrate 
my accomplishments.” 

“Golf pretty much consumes 
my life when I’m not in 
school, so I must find a way 
to enjoy myself while I’m 
getting better. When you’re 
on the golf course, it’s just 
you and that little white ball. 
You need to learn how to be 
your own best friend.” 



amounts of time.”
 For example, during his freshman year, sophomore Jacob 

Brouse experienced a concussion. “I actually had two in one 
week,” Brouse said. “Dealing with a concussion is nothing fun. 
I had to lie down in my room from the time that I got home to 
the time I left for school. I had to put a massive blanket over 

my blinds because I was very light sensitive. 
The worst thing was [not being able to use 
electronics]. That meant no phone, music, TV or 
Xbox. It was a very boring six weeks.”

Sophomore Grace Thompson has also been 
diagnosed with a concussion. She said that 
concussions are like any injury in the sense 
that it just takes time to recover. Like Brouse, 
Thompson said that the waiting time that was 
required for healing was the hardest part. 
“Athletes just want to get better quickly, and the 
coaches want you to do your best and come back 
as soon as you can,” she explained.

Knowing how potentially dangerous a 
concussion can be, coaches and players take 
them seriously, taking the necessary steps to 

avoid them or to allow for proper healing time if 
one occurs. 

“You can’t tell if a player is ready to practice 
after a concussion,” said Woodard. “We use our 
athletic training staff to work through certain 
protocols decided upon by medical professionals. 
All players must be cleared by a doctor prior to 

their return.”
Since practice is an essential component of having a successful 

season, teams are taking extra care to prevent concussions.
All things considered, Brouse added, “If you break a bone, it 

will heal; but if you damage your brain, it lasts a lifetime.”
Story by Juliann Schroer and Anu Nattam

With any physical activity comes risks -- and playing sports is 
no exception. One of the biggest risks to athletes is the possibility 
of injury, and one of the most dangerous injuries an athlete can 
sustain is a concussion.

According to prevacus.com, high school athletes sustain over 
300,000 concussions per year, causing the Center for Disease 
Control to declare that sports concussions have 
reached “an epidemic level.”

And since games can be more intense than 
practices, it comes as no surprise that 78% of 
concussions occur during games.

As defined by the Mayo Clinic, a concussion 
is a traumatic brain injury that alters the 
way a person’s brain functions. Effects of a 
concussion can range from headaches to mental 
issues, like memory loss or a change in balance 
and coordination. The effects of a concussion 
vary, depending on the person.

Head Football Coach Brian Woodard 
and his staff are very aware of the dangers 
of concussions. As a result of their careful 
and planned-out practices, the football team 
rarely sees concussions as a result of non-game 
activities. 

However, as with almost any sport, from time 
to time a player can receive a concussion during 
game play.

“All players do their best to manage their 
symptoms when they get a concussion, and 
they try to [follow protocol and go back to practice] as soon as 
they can,” said Woodard. “Since the brain is involved, there are 
different recovery rates based on the severity of the concussion. 
No two people experience the exact same thing. Some have very 
few symptoms, while others struggle to return after significant 

Sports    11Pain in the brain
Taking precautions goes long way toward preventing concussions

“
”

If you break a bone, 
it will heal; but if you 
damage your brain, 
it lasts a lifetime.

Jacob Brouse, 10

Football: 47%
Cheerleading: 26%

Wrestling: 12%
Soccer: 11%

Volleyball: 4% 

In which sport do 
you think athletes 
are most likely to 

get a concussion?

Source:  Student poll, 100 students, 8/16 by Juliann Schroer

“When athletes get 
hit in the head really 
hard, it can cause a 
concussion. There 
is a higher risk of 

getting a concussion 
in contact sports. 
It can be [caused] 
from getting hit in 

the wrong way at the 
wrong time.”

Rylin Flick, 9

“Athletes usually get 
hurt by not using 

proper form or not 
knowing what they’re 
doing. Coaches can 

tell them how to 
prevent getting hurt 

and how to have 
proper form. If they 

feel like something is 
wrong, they should 

tell someone.”
Gage Henry, 10

“Sports are very 
physical activities. 
There is always 

a great chance of 
getting hit in the head. 
Like most sports, your 
body jerks and that’s 
another way you can 

get a concussion 
because your brain 
floats in your head.”
Cynthia Maxwell, 

11

“I think people get 
concussions because 
in some sports they 
don’t know how to 

use their head. Like 
in soccer, if you 

head the ball wrong, 
you’re going to get 

hurt yourself. Also, in 
football if you duck 

your head on a tackle, 
it’s probably going to 

hurt you.”
Shelby Baker, 12 QS September 2016
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Pokémon on the Go

What team are YOU on?

Classic childhood game brought to mobile devices worldwide

Source: Student poll, 100 students, 8/31 by Taylor Wise

“People can go out and interact with it. They can pretend like they are 
actually catching Pokémon. Players can battle with each other to take over 
different gyms. [They] can have control over certain parts of town; it’s a lot 
more fun than just sitting inside.” Alex Dykes, 12

“I think Pokémon is so popular now because people can go and explore, be 
with friends and play a game that they enjoy. I think it’s because people like 
exploring Plainfield.”

 Blade Batman, 9

34%38% 28%

- July 7, 2016
Game released officially in the U.S

- July 14, 2016
Game released in the UK

- July 17, 2016
Game released in Canada

- August 8, 2016
Game relesed across Latin America

Pokemon GO reached 12 million users globally on July 12, 2016.
Source: surveymonkey.com

Photo by Sarah Turpin

Source: pokemongo.nianticlabs.com

TEAM VALOR TEAM INSTINCT TEAM MYSTIC
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“I think it became popular because it used to be a show. It’s sort of more 
of a bandwagon now, so everyone plays it, even if they don’t know what 
Pokémon is.” Leigh Green, 11

“It’s gotten people to get up and move and actually communicate with 
others. Unlike old Pokémon games where you just sit there and play, with 
Pokémon Go you can get up and go on an adventure.”

Cayden Kennedy, 10

     “I want you to learn this, and I want 
you to learn it fast: Team Mystic is the 
best team. All opinions aside, it’s a 
proven fact that we have the most team 
members; over 43% of all Pokémon Go 
players chose Mystic, leaving Valor and 
Instinct to trail behind at about 35% and 
22%, respectively.  
     Not only that, but Team Mystic is 
based around wisdom and outsmarting 
your opponents. Valor believes in 
mindless fighting and Instinct is about 
kindness and love. It’s not that hard to 
see who is superior; you usually don’t 
win a game without a plan and telling 
your enemy that you love them isn’t 
going to make them miraculously stop 
attacking your gyms. Not that kindness 
isn’t a bad thing; it’s just like bringing a 
knife to a gun fight. Or a Magikarp to the 
Elite Four.   
     So, in short, Mystic is the best. In 
the words of Blanche, the leader of 
Team Mystic herself, ‘My team? With 
our calm analysis of every situation, 
we can’t lose.’ You had better get your 

sweater, because 
winter is coming. And 
you’re not going to 
expect us until we’re 
right on top of your 
gym, lowering your 

prestige to oblivion.”
Kyle Griffin, 10

Claire Gordan, 10

     “You have the Instinct underdogs, 
the Mystic know-it-alls and then you 
have the fierce red warriors that make 
up Team Red. You can’t make fun of the 
name either, unlike Instinct (in-stink), 
and Mystic (mistake). 
     Valor values strength and bravery, 
as our leader Candela says: ‘Pokémon 
are stronger than humans and they’re 
warm-hearted, too. I’m researching 
ways to enhance Pokémon’s natural 
power in the pursuit of true strength. 
So, there’s no doubt that the Pokémon 
on our team have trained and are the 
strongest in battle.’
     When I first got Pokémon Go it was 
pretty cool. My first Pokémon game was 
Platinum and I played all the games 
above that. When I reached level five, 
I’m not going to lie, I joined because 
the leader looked legit and red is a cool 
color. I watched as people from other 
teams called each other out and I soon 
joined the war, declaring my team  as 
the best because it is.”

     “When I first started playing 
Pokémon GO, it was early on July 
6. It was about 3 a.m. and I was 
preparing to head to bed, when my 
phone exploded with messages 
from multiple apps. I was expecting 
Pokémon GO to be released later that 
month, not that day. And so it began. I 
started the download, got changed into 
brightly colored clothes, and charged 
my portable battery. I was off on my 
adventure.
     Fast forward to about three hours 
later; I’m still wandering around 
downtown Anderson with a bright 
phone light and I’m ecstatic. The 
decision then came, and naturally I 
chose Instinct. I have some good, but 
quirky reasons why I chose Instinct. I 
love the color yellow. For some reason 
I’m always drawn to it. 
     Roughly 1/5 of the games player 
base is Instinct, so for every one 
Instinct player, there are two Mystic and 
Valor players. So compared to the other 
teams, we are the underdog.
     We are known as the casuals and 

every meme rags 
on us, but in all 
actuality, we are 
a group of fun 
friendly players, 
who are fine 

working with 
other 
teams.“

Glen 
Perry, 

12



With 260 million tablets being sold this year, millions of styluses will be 
bought. With so many to choose from, it’s hard to find the right one that fits 
every person’s needs. 

After trying three different styluses, we have decided that each 
stylus has its pros and cons.

The first one, a Jot Pro, was a long, skinny stylus with 
a screw-on lid, which also screws onto the back of 

the stylus. When writing with its plastic flat tip it 
would glitch a bit, but it was our favorite out of 
the three. It worked the best and had a really 
cool tip, and it fit in my hand well and it was a 
lot better to use than my fingers. However, in 
my opinion, it would be a lot better if it had an 
eraser button like the ones last year.

Stylus two, an Adonit Mark, was long, tall 
and had a foam tip. It was easy to grip, but 

glitched a lot, and I couldn’t make a straight line 
without it cutting out. I had to press really hard for 

it to work. It couldn’t write little things or make an S. 
 Fellow Quaker Shaker staff member junior Juliann 

Schroer, who tried all three as well, favored the second one. 
She said, “It was easy to use and it wasn’t complicated.”

Stylus three, a Bamboo Solo, was small, skinny and also had a foam tip. 
It was not comfortable 
to hold due to its small 
size, and it would be 
really easy to lose. 
I had to press really 
hard and draw largely 
in order to get it to 
work.

Out of all three, I 
would recommend 
stylus one, the Jot Pro. 
It was put together 
well and functioned 
the best out of all 
three, plus it also looks 
the coolest.

Review by Shelby House

Quaker Shaker staff tests three styluses 

What the QS staff thought:

What’s your 
styl(us)?

20%
of students 

surveyed said 
they use a 
stylus with 
their device

Source: Student poll, 
100 students,8/29/16 

by Shelby House
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Jot Pro
Adonit Mark
Bamboo Solo

“I’d like it to be skinny to write 
with and [with] a soft end so 
it works. The hard ones don’t 
[work] usually. I’d want it to be 

small, so it would fit in my bag.” 
Jayci Mead, 9

“I look for something I can clip 
into my binder. One that is 

durable and can work. I usually 
look for the ones that are a pen 

and a stylus.” 
Drake Henry, 10

“It needs to write well. In my 
opinion, I’d like it to look nice. I’d 
also like one that’d attach to my 

backpack.” 
Maria Norton, 11

“Nothing. They are trash. 
For example, the ones last 

year were inaccurate and too 
skinny. They’re inefficient and 

uncomfortable for me.” 
Christian Kennedy, 12

What do you look for 
when buying a stylus?



to have backpacks in class. Students are 
given the time to stop at their lockers to get 
supplies between 
classes.

However, once 
students hit high 
school, they soon 
realize they can 
pretty much carry 
what they need with 
them from class to 
class without having 
to visit a locker 
throughout the day.

Lockers can also 
be problematic. 
They can be difficult 
to open and they 
get stuck, which 
causes teens to 
be late to class. 
Combinations are 
also an issue at 
the start of every 
year. Even with 
athletic lockers, 
people forget their 
combinations. 

Given the 
opportunity this 
year to carry see-
through backpacks, 
lockers seem to be 
more of a hassle 

than  help. 
Some teachers 

allow these 
backpacks in 
their classrooms, 
which lets students 
carry any needed 
supplies with them 
during the day.

If students are 
going to use a 
locker, many opt 
to use their athletic 
lockers, which are a QS September 2016

SAY 
WHAT?

Interesting 
conversations 
heard around 

the school

Editorial   15 Throw away the keys
With no books to carry and backpacks allowed, lockers need to go

OUR PERSPECTIVE: 
SINCE STUDENTS ARE ALLOWED 

TO CARRY BACKPACKS, WE 
THINK THAT LOCKERS ARE NO 

LONGER USEFUL.

“That little tomato is going to catch 

these hands.”

“What’s wrong with you?”
“It’s called glaucoma.”

“Better watch yourself, I’ll tell your 

mom.”

“Don’t quote Austin Powers at me.”

There are 1,735 lockers in the school. 
In our estimate, a majority  students do 
not actually use them. Plenty of factors 
have caused lockers to not be as useful 
anymore -- from being allowed to have 
backpacks in class to having tablets that 
replace books. Most students surveyed 
agree that lockers are not necessary and 
the space they take up could be used for 
other things. 

For many students, lockers become less 
useful each year -- especially as one gets 
to high school. In middle school, lockers 
are still useful because students have 
books to carry and they are not allowed 

lot bigger and can hold more things. The 
hallway lockers are too small to fit most 

items students need 
to keep in them. 
Backpacks are 
more useful overall, 
especially with the 
tablets.

A variety of 
options could take 
the place of the 
existing lockers. 
One promising 
solution would be 
to place stationary 
desks in the 
hallways. This 
would eliminate the 
need for teachers 
having to pull desks 
into the hallway 
when students need 
to make up missed 
work outside of the 
classroom. It would 
also help students 
by giving them a 
real seat to do their 
work in, instead of 
having to sit on the 
hallway floor. The 
school could also 
install charging 
ports for the tablets 

on the desk, making them more useful. 
The extra space could also be used for 

display cabinets. That would give teams 
and clubs even more space to display 
their awards and trophies. Some of the 
existing display cases are already full, but 
as the school keeps growing, groups will 
hopefully continue to receive accolades.

These are both options that would be 
more efficient than hanging onto lockers 
that many students do not use.

Student Perspectives
Are lockers useful?

Rickey Alsum, 9
“No, I don’t use my 

locker. It’s a waste of 
time to go from class 

to class and go back to 
your locker. I could be 
late to class if I keep 

going back to my locker 
to get things.”

POLL
NOT USEFUL:

83% USEFUL: 17%
Source:  Student poll, 100 students, 8/15-29/16 by Kyra Howard

Luke Marble, 10
“I do not use my locker, 
but I do use my locker 
in the band room.It’s 
much easier to store 
large objects in my 

band locker than in my 
school locker.”

Emilia Spann, 11
“I use my locker most 
of the time. However, 

I just use it for my 
lunchbox. I do not 
use it to store my 

books because we 
are allowed to carry 

backpacks.”

Ivy Montgomery, 12
“No, I don’t use my 
locker. I used it my 

freshman year when 
I had a lot of things 
to carry. Now, in my 

senior year I don’t have 
much to carry so I keep 

it in my bag.”

Student



VINYL IS BACK -- 
AND WE HAVE IT!!!

Prices
start at

$1

CHECK US OUT!
* Six Strings Down

1019 E. Main St., Plainfield
* Trader Buck’s

190 Old Farm Road
Danville

* Gizmo’s Galleria
1012 E. Main St., Brownsburg

Specializing in vinyl albums and CDs

140 N. Perry Rd
Plainfield

(317) 838-9425
Coupon Special #1

Buy one lunch 
or dinner 
meal, get 

second lunch 
or dinner meal 

of equal or 
lesser value 
for 1/2 price
El Cerrito Coupon

PHS Quaker Shaker 
September issue 2016

Coupon Special #2

Buy three 
lunch or 

dinner meals 
and three 

drinks, third 
meal is 
FREE

El Cerrito Coupon
PHS Quaker Shaker 

September issue 2016

Coupon Special #3

Buy any 
meal + drink 

for lunch 
or dinner 
and get a 

FREE small 
cheese dip
El Cerrito Coupon

PHS Quaker Shaker 
September issue 2016

Haven’t ordered your 
2017 yearbook yet?

THERE’S STILL TIME!
Order online at

www.yearbookordercenter.com
or 

by phone at
1-866-287-3096

Place your order 
before the October 7 

price increase!

This is Navi

Navi wants 
to help YOU!

Navi is the business manager for PHS 
Publications and she wants to tell YOU 

how YOU can reach over 1,600 students 
and their families through advertising with 

the Quaker Shaker newsmagazine and 
Silhouettes yearbook. Navi has LOTS of 
ideas to share with you and she is very 

excited to help you promote 
your business or service.

Give her a call at 
317-839-7711, ext. 1200.

DON’T DISAPPOINT NAVI.  
She is waiting to hear from YOU!
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